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Reflection by Bishop Oswald from Kimberley and 
Kuruman - the Doorway. 



Win a trip to Henley's River Children's centres close 
and Rowing Museum - p. 5 and churches step in p. 1 1 



Meet our new deacons - 
centrespread 


Helping to beat 'holiday hunger' 


by Jo Duckies 

A FRESH expression of church in Milton 
Keynes has joined the national Make 
Lunch initiative to ensure poorer children 
get a decent midday meal during the 
school holidays. 

The scheme was launched because 
holidays can mean an extra burden for 
poorer families whose children are eligible 
for free meals during term-time. 

According to a report by the MK 
Community Foundation, one in five 
children in the town are living below the 
poverty line. That figure struck the Revd 
Paul Oxley, who runs St Marks MK - a 
fresh expression of church. The national 
Make Lunch website states: “...in 2012, 
when the Archbishop of Canterbury 
asked a group of secondary school pupils 
whether they were looking forward to the 
summer holidays that were about to start, 
they said no, because they wouldn’t be able 
to get their free school meals while the 
school was closed.” 

Vicki Offin, from St Mark’s, did the Make 
Lunch training and the scheme began 
in October 2015 with 23 hot, nutritious 
meals being served. This was followed up 
in February with 109 meals being served 
over the two days and at Easter, 124 meals 
were served. Vicki spoke to the Door during 
the spring half-term week, between Make 
Lunch sessions. 

“Lots of families are coming back. It’s 
really gained momentum and there is more 
and more interest from the council and 
other schools.” 

For the May half-term the scheme was 
run in two new venues, including a family 
centre. There are 40 volunteers, including 
14 from St Mark’s, but Vicki said that they 
need more help with cooking and serving 
the meals and clearing up afterwards. 



“I’ve got primary school aged kids who 
come with me to help and they like getting 
involved and helping and playing all the 
games. 

“We are now looking at what to do 
during the summer holidays and want to 
definitely continue offering meals twice a 
week,” added Vicki. 

Make Lunch is funded by donations 


from members of St Mark’s, along with 
food donated from Morrisons, Tesco and 
the food bank, as well as grants from the 
parish council and the MK Community 
Foundation. 

As the Door went to press Vicki and 
her team of volunteers were preparing 
to serve up lunches for the last two 
weeks of the summer holidays . 



For more see 

www.makelunch.org.uk and 
stmarksmk.com/ 
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Hand blockprinting 
with batik lost-wax process 


Details online at Onevillage.com 
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Cotton duvet covers 
Joyful summer colours 
to welcome new days 
Cosy up under a 
soft & comfortable 
pure cotton duvet cover 
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One Village Worfdshop 
On the A44 in 
Woodstock 
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News 


Crafts and worship at annual Love Is service 



HUNDREDS of year six children took part in Love Is services arranged by the Diocesan 
Education Department towards the end of the summer term. The events took place 
at Dorchester Abbey, Christ Church Cathedral and Greyfriars, Reading. For more 
photographs see www.oxford.anglican.org/loveis2016 


Get involved in Singing for Syrians 


SINGING for Syrians, which was launched 
last year by Victoria Prentis, the MP for 
North Oxfordshire, is calling on more 
churches to hold carol services to support 
some of the war-torn country’s poorest 
people. 

Victoria held a huge carol concert at St 
Margaret’s, Westminster last Christmas 
for the campaign, as well as a similar event 
organised by Bicester Churches Together. 

Since 2011 Syria has been devastated by 
a civil war, and its people have suffered 
greatly. Communities and churches across 
the UK are being encouraged to hold 
their own carol concert, as far as possible 
within the month of December. Ticket 
pricing for each concert would be £10 per 
adult (children free). Food and drink is 
an important part of the event to bring 


communities together. Successful concerts 
would also set a precedent for subsequent 
years, which will be vital if Syria is ever to 
recover from the current disaster. 

A ‘How To’ pack is available free in the 
post or by email to anyone who would 
like to take part. This will include: draft 
sponsorship ideas, hymn choices, readings 
with a Christmas theme, suggestions for 
churches with choirs and organs, options 
for schools, readings for children, printouts 
and even recipe suggestions. 

The initiative raises funds for the Hands 
Up Foundation, which supports projects 
that will have the maximum impact for 
those in need in Syria, and Christian Aid. 

For your ‘How To’ pack email 
singingforsyrians@gmail.com or call 
0778 9713115. 


#Loveyourneighbour in Abingdon 



THE Barns Cafe Team at Christ Church, Abingdon have taken up the'love your 
neighbour 7 campaign. Some people in the church had been talking about how 
to respond positively following the Referendum. So they came up with the idea 
of giving away flowers and sweets. Kath Cooke, from Christ Church, spotted the 
#loveyourneighbour post on the internet after it was shared on the Diocesan website 
and on the Diocese’s Facebook and Twitter feeds. She said: "Thank you for the post. 
The campaign really encapsulates what we are trying to say and do and is such a 
positive response." 

#Loveyourneighbour was launched to encourage people of all faiths and none, 
and of all ethnicities, to do kind acts for one another. The aim is to discourage racial 
and religious hatred following the Referendum, http://www.oxford.anglican.org/ 
loveyourneighbour-thames-valley/ 



Archdeacon Guy's collation at Christ Church 


THE Ven. Guy Elsmore became the 
Archdeacon of Buckingham at a special 
service of collation during Evensong at 
Christ Church Cathedral on Tuesday July 18. 
Guy was supported by friends and relatives 
including people from the Diocese of 
Liverpool, where he was previously the Area 
Dean of Toxteth and Wavertree, in the city 
best known for the Beatles and Cilia Black. 


See www.oxford.anglican.org/ 
archdeaconguy for more pictures 
from the collation. 


Pilgrimage celebrates 750 years of Abbey 



by the Revd Christine Collinge 

THE Revd Mother, Sister Victoria Mary 
SPB (pictured above) greeted pilgrims 
on the way to Burnham Abbey from 
Goring as part of the celebration of 750 
years of the Abbey and 100 years of The 
Society of the Precious Blood, an Anglican 
contemplative religious community, at 
Burnham. 

The medieval abbey at Burnham was 
originally home to some Canonesses 
from Goring Priory. In 1916 the present 
community found their home at Burnham 
Abbey. These Sisters, led by Mother 
Millicent Mary SPB, followed the same 
Augustinian rule as the Goring Sisters so 
the link is very strong. The week began 
with a celebratory Eucharist at the church 
of St Thomas of Canterbury, in Goring. 
There was a specially painted depiction 
of St Christopher, the singing of an 
authentic thirteenth century pilgrim 
song during Communion, the wearing of 


scallop shells and the sprinkling of the 
pilgrims with holy water. 

Pilgrims walked for part of a day, a 
whole day or for all five days. Some 
pilgrims made the pilgrimage prayerfully 
at home. Each morning stories were 
shared and in the afternoon the walking 
took place in silence, each step deepening 
the sense of God. The walk varied from 
the leafy English river landscape, to the 
incongruity of negotiating the Thames 
Path through Henley Regatta in full 
swing! 

On the final day eager Companions and 
Oblates welcomed the walking pilgrims 
through the original lychgate. The week 
was crowned with a Eucharist celebrated 
in a marquee by long-time Companion 
The Very Reverend Richard Giles. The 
celebration ended as it had begun - with 
the singing of All my hope on God is 
founded. 









Fun activities week a 'huge success' 


THE Activities Week, for residents of the new housing development to the north and 
west of Didcot on Great Western Park, was another big success this year. Put on by 
Churches Together in Didcot, the five days of free activities attracted over 1,600 adults 
and children. There was a huge variety of activities, from a big Tun in the Park' event 
with an inflatable assault course and outdoor activities, magic shows to street dance 
and football skills training. 

The Revd Mark Bodeker, who helped organise the week, commented on the 
importance of these events to build community cohesion and a sense of identity; 
"Good advertising helps attract people but I sense that people come mostly because 
they trust us and enjoy what we put on. This offers a great opportunity for witness," he 
said. 


Churchwardens 'tie the knot' in Ruscombe 



CHURCHWARDENS Bill and Maggie 
Barnes (pictured right) met four years 
ago when Maggie was invited to the 
home group that met at Bills house. 

At that time Bill had been a widower 
for three years and churchwarden 
at St James the Great in Ruscombe, 

Berkshire, for one year. 

Maggie had moved into Ruscombe 
after retirement to be near her 
grandchildren, but was often away as 
she cared for her elderly mum. Over 
the four years they learned about each 
other through what was shared at the 
group, and didn’t know that each of 
them was cropping up regularly in 
each other’s prayers. 

When the churchwarden vacancy came up 
last year, Bill put Maggie’s name forward. 
Maggie received an email about this while 
she was in Jerusalem on pilgrimage seeking 
direction for this stage in her life, having 
recently lost her mum. So the answer was 
pretty clear. 

Working together, Bill and Maggie realised 
how much their focus and priorities were 
shared. As well as faith and family there 
was a deep empathy with those making the 
difficult adjustment to living alone after years 

Lift high the cross at St 

MEMBERS of the congregation of St 
Margaret’s, Mapledurham in South 
Oxfordshire are grateful for a recent grant 
of £13,000 from the Government’s Listed 
Places of Worship Roof Repair Fund. 

Approval came just in time as there was 
an urgent need to replace worn tiles on the 
roof of the tower and the nave of this Grade 


of marriage. So their early ’dates’ included 
single friends, and with help from Simon and 
Bridget Howard, the vicar and his wife, this 
became a mature singles’ group which now 
meets regularly for meals, walks and outings. 

The wedding ceremony took place in the 
12th century church surrounded by the 
couple’s families and friends. They read Psalm 
116 as a testimony to how our loving God had 
brought them through sad times to new joy 
and purpose, in the family of the church. They 
said: “Having two churchwardens under one 
roof makes some things easier - but does make 
it a bit more complicated to take time away.” 

Margaret's 

One listed building and the church could 
not afford to fund the full cost itself. The 
work was done by Stone Technical Services 
Group Ltd of Darlington who had recently 
carried out work on St Paul’s Cathedral and 
Westminster Abbey’s Chapter House. 

For the full story go to www. oxford, 
anglican . org/lif t-high- cr os s/ 


Competition winners 

THE winners of our July/August competition were Anne Pennock of Maidenhead, Mrs 
M Methleyfrom Long Hanborough and R Griffiths from Milton Keynes. They each win a 
copy of Knowing Anna by Sarah Meyrick. 


Formal ceremony for the new bishop 



THE new Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
Dr Steven Croft, took part in a legal 
ceremony at Lambeth Palace chapel 
during the summer. 

The ceremony saw the formal pro- 
ceedings to “confirm his election” by the 
Dean and Chapter of Christ Church. It 
was followed by a drinks reception for 
a small number of family, friends and 
colleagues from the Dioceses of Sheffield 
and Oxford. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most 
Revd Justin Welby, drew attention to 
recent dramatic political events. “A ship 
sailing into a storm knows nothing of the 
waves that are coming, or of the sudden 
squalls ahead,” he said. 


“We know the light of Christ is never 
snuffed out. My prayer for you is that you 
constantly carry in your heart and mind 
the light of Christ.” 

Archbishop Justin then read his charge to 
Bishop Steven, which sets out the way he is 
being called to lead the Diocese. 



Pop UK brings Standlake alive 



THERE was dancing in the aisles as children from Standlake CE Primary School 
performed seven songs they had recorded with charity Pop UK for a lively end of 
term concert. 

After a short awards ceremony the headteacher Andrew Denham introduced Curly 
Clare from Pop UK who led the concert. See more photos and watch a short video 
of the concert here: www.oxford.anglican.org/popuk/ 
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Lois' story 


My name is Lois Samuel, and I am 
the marketing and fundraising 
manager at Gilead Foundations 
charity, based at Risdon Farm in 
Devon. 

I have been a part of the Gilead 
team now for 14 years, ever since 
I married Ben Samuel (Ian and 
Bronwen Samuel’s son, founders 
of Gilead Foundations). We have 
two amazing children, Caleb (13) 
and Cerys (11). 

My Father Phil Cana became 
a trustee of Gilead over 15 years 
ago, and I came to Gilead to visit 
the farm and fell in love with 
the place, and Ben, and the rest 
is history! I have been brought 
up in a Christian home all my 
life and I have been so thankful 
and fortunate to have a great 
upbringing. At a young age I was 
always wanting to help people 
who were less fortunate than 
I was and my heart is to help 
people discover God for who he 
is, and to help instil good family 
principles into their lives, just 
as I have been taught by my 
parents. 

I have just come back from 
New Wine, and it’s been a 
fantastic week. What struck 
me throughout the week, 
from the speakers and in the 
worship, is God is on the move! 

It was exciting to be a part of 


a conference where people of 
various denominations came 
together and praised God and we 
saw people healed and lives set 
free, it was just an amazing week. 

One thing that really spoke to 
me through the various teachings 
is that in order to experience 
freedom in our lives we need to 
look at ourselves in a different 
way, we need to allow the spirit 
of God to touch our hearts and 
have a revelation that God made 
us and HE MADE US GOOD! 

Gilead Foundations has helped 
many people over the past 25 
years who are broken, who suffer 
from various addictions such as 
drugs, alcohol, self-harm and 
mental health issues. These 
people are on a journey and we 
help people discover how much 
God loves them and that HE 
MADE THEM GOOD! 

The Genesis programme we 
deliver at Gilead can help those 
who are willing to change. It is 
biblically based and forms part 
of our therapeutic, residential 
‘family’ model of rehabilitation 
which has an 85% success 
rate for people who complete 
their rehab with us. The goal 
of the process is to identify the 
subconscious fears that they face 
(which are actually belief systems 
they have developed to help 


PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING GILEAD WITH A 
DONATION OR REGULAR MONTHLY GIVING. 

If you have any questions about our work, please contact 
Lois Samuel on 01837 851240. If you have questions 
about making a larger donation or interest free loan to the 
ministry, please contact Chris Cole (Trustee) on 07957 
433973. 

You can also visit www.gilead.org.ukto find out more 
about us and donate online. 

r. , » • l. 

1 enclose a one-off gift of £ 

Please make cheques payble to Gilead Foundations 

H 1 would like to become a Partner 
Please fill in this form 

Name 

Name of your bank 

1 am a UK taxpayer and 1 agree to Gilead Foundations 

Bank address 

Charity (GFC) claiming tax on all past, present and future 
donations 1 make to the charity. Please treat my donations 
as Gift Aid donations. 1 confirm that 1 am paying or will pay 
an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax to cover 
the amount GFC and any other charities or Community 
Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) will reclaim for the tax year 
(6 April one year to 5 April the next year). Council Tax and 
VAT do not qualify towards Gift Aid. GFC will reclaim 25 
pence of tax for every £1 that has been given. 

Signed Date 

Please add my details to the Gilead mailing list 

Postcode 

Account No. Sort Code 

Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £10 / £20 / other amount £ 

from my account on (dd/mm/yy) / / 

Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Gilead 
Foundations Account No: 05651441 Sort Code: 54-21-14 
Nat West Bank, 40 Fore Street, Okehampton, EX20 1EY 

Signed Date 

Title (Mr, Mrs, Rev, other) Surname 

First Name 

Address 

Postcode 

Organisation / company (if applicable) 

Telephone Number 

Email 


Please return this form to 

Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton, EX20 3AJ 

You can also donate online. oioossie 


Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 


01837851240 

www.gilead.org.uk 


working in collaboration with 

RISDON ENTERPRISES CIC 


Tel : 01837 851240 Fax: 01837 851520 Email : admin@gilead.org.uk www .gilead.org.uk 
Registered in England No: 2608644 Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No: 1002909 


Compassion springs up 

Ian Samuel, Gilead’s founder, said recently, “Sometimes people say to us 
Taking drugs is their own fault, why should we help?’ But the reality of 
nearly every person we see is that the drugs or alcohol are used as an 
anaesthetic to numb the pain caused by terrible childhood circumstances. 
At Gilead we help people find healing for the pain which led to their 
addictions.” Our compassion springs up when we see these people as they 
are: hurting children, trying to survive the effects of abuse and hardship, 
who need the love of a perfect father. We all need to find that love, to one 
degree or another. 

Gilead Foundations is partly funded by Government funding, partly 
through seeking grants from trusts, partly through the farming activities 
at Risdon Farm. 

We are committed to providing some of our bed spaces 
for people who do not have funding, when we know 
they are committed to change and we believe that they 
can make that change. So, our charity also relies on the 
regular and one-off donations of many wonderful people 
from all walks of life and all over the country. Some 
give £10 a month, some up to £100; others have given 
just one donation of £5, and others make much larger 
contributions. However much, however often, we know 
that people give from compassionate hearts, and every 
single gift is valuable and goes towards helping people 
find freedom from addictive and destructive lives. Please 
consider making a donation or becoming a monthly 
financial partner. 




them survive); those fears control 
self-destructive behaviour and 
emotions, and after identifying 
them we help people to resolve 
them. Whether the issue is 
anxiety, anger, alcohol, drug or 
food abuse, a negative, critical 
attitude, 
or spiritual 
stagnation; 
we can help 
people find 
new freedom 
that lasts. 

The vision 
of Gilead is 
to “unlock 
people and 
release their 


true potential” through family 
structure and we believe that 
God has given us the tools to 
help people discover God, to face 
their fears and bring them into 
freedom. 

My main role at Gilead is 


heading up the fundraising 
and marketing section which 
is quite a task! Government 
funding for individuals is getting 
almost impossible to obtain 
especially for the whole 52 week 
programme that we deliver. We 
are so very thankful for 
the many people who give 
regularly and send one-off 
gifts, as without their help 
we would not be able to 
continue this God-given 
vision. 

We are looking for 
churches and individuals to 
help partner with us so we 
can continue to help many 
people that are trapped in 
addiction. We would also 
love the opportunity of 
sharing our story with you, 
so please do get in touch 
if you would like us to take 
part in your church service. 





Win tickets to the River and Rowing museum at Henley-on-Thames 


THE Door has a family ticket to the River 
and Rowing Museum to give away in this 
months competition. 

The museum has three galleries 
dedicated to rowing, rivers and the history 
of Henley. The museum is also home to 
the magical Wind in the Willows exhibition 
which includes 3D models, lighting and 
music. With a constantly evolving calendar 
of temporary art and photography 
exhibitions and a year-round calendar of 
nature trails, craft workshops and family 
days, there is always something new to see. 


One of the next exhibitions will be 
Matisse: Drawing with Scissors, 15 October 
2016 7- 8 January 2017 featuring 35 
lithographic prints of the famous cut-outs, 
produced in the last four years of Matisses 
life. John Piper: A very British Artist is a 
new gallery opening on 13 December 2016. 
Piper spent most of his working life living 
in Fawley, just outside Henley. This new 
exhibition examines the diversity of Pipers 
career, from Modernism to Romanticism. 

For the chance to win a family ticket 
to the museum, answer the following 


question: Which classic children’s 
novel is the subject of one the 
River and Rowing museum’s 
exhibitions? 

Send your entries to River and 
Rowing Competition, The Door, 
Church House Oxford, Langford 
Locks, Kidlington, or email 
reception( 9 >oxford. anglican. 
org, putting River and Rowing 
competition in the subject line. 
The closing date for entries is 
Friday 9 September. 



Step into Narnia at Dorchester Abbey this Autumn 


VISITORS to this special exhibition will walk through 
a rail of hanging coats to the cloisters, where the lack 
of heating and stone walls will contribute to the chilly, 
wintery feel of the beginning of The Lion , the Witch and 
the Wardrobe. 


Before this they will have already been through an 
evacuation scene with gas masks and replica ration 
books from World War Two, recreating the experience 



of the child evacuees, Lucy, Peter, Edmund and Susan 
Pevensie, the main characters in the classic story. 

"C.S. Lewis hosted evacuated children in his home in 
the Kilns in Oxford," said Margaret Craig, the Abbey's 
Education Officer. "He bought them fish and chips every 
so often and would take them to Blackwells to buy them 
books." Margaret has been planning the exhibition, 
complete with workshops and culminating in a concert 
for schools, for 1 8 months. 

All ages are welcome to the free Tuesday workshops 
on 1 3 and 20 September and 4 and 1 1 October to 
make Aslan sculptures and magic snowflakes. Schools 
are also welcome to book visits. 

The exhibition runs from October 22 to November 
22, 9am to 4.30pm. A closing schools concert is on 
November 22, 6.30 to 8.30pm. 

Wanted: Margaret would still like to find a couple of 
old standard lamps, old rugs , fairy lights, play crowns, 



swords and shields, an armchair, bows and arrows, 
and various other bits and pieces. Volunteers are also 
needed for school groups and half term weekend 
visits, including anyone who fancies acting as an adult 
character from the book. For more information see 
www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk or email education@ 
dorchester-abbey.org.uk See www.oxford.anglican.org/ 
narnia/ 


The Invisible Church - Learning 
from the experiences of churchless 
Christians 

Steve Aisthorpe 
Saint Andrew Press 
£14.99 

by Charles Chadwick 

The 2013 British Social Attitudes Survey 
reported that in 1983 68 per cent of the 
population affirmed a religious affiliation 
while by 2012 this number had declined to 
52 per cent. Across the media it is possible 
to regularly read of figures of decline in 
attendance at Sunday worship and that 
the number of people calling on the church 
for baptisms, weddings and funerals is 
also decreasing. In his enlightening book, 
Steve Aisthorpe asks not only whether this 
indicates a decline in Christian faith, but 
also if those who have disengaged from the 
church have also turned away from God. 

Concentrating on Scotland, his research 
revealed that 39 per cent of Scottish 
Christians do not connect with their local 
church. He uses the image of an iceberg 
where those attending church are the 
visible tip of the iceberg with the non- 
attenders being under the surface. 

It appears that most people disengage 
gradually, which raises the question, ‘How 
well do those in leadership know those 
who come to church and what may be 
happening in their lives?’ People leave 
for a range of reasons, not usually trivial 
ones. The principal reasons seem to be 
changes in people themselves, struggling 
to connect church with the rest of their 
lives: ‘Church feels like another planet’, 
disappointment that church life doesn’t 
always mirror New Testament values, 
not enough depth, lack of opportunities 
to explore doubts and questions, and 


too great 
emphasis 
on “the 
mechanics 
of church 
life’, so not 
enough 
time/ energy 
for other 
things. 

But the 
majority 
still feel 
part of the 
worldwide 
Christian 
church. 

Two thirds of leavers say they retain their 
faith and seek to live in line with Christ’s 
example and teaching. It’s reasonable 
to say that faith continues beyond the 
institution. One is reminded of the 
words of Tony Benn, the politician, who 
towards the end of his long life said, ‘I 
left parliament to devote more time to 
politics’. 

Encouragingly Steve Aisthorpe is not 
downhearted by all of this and maintains 
that churches need to acknowledge that 
we are living in a time of exceptional social 
change in which a reduction in church 
attendance can perhaps be a precursor to 
reform and rejuvenation. He encourages 
his readers to consider where the main 
emphases in church life, including time, 
energy and money, are. 

As Bishop Steven has observed, people 
are seeking meaning, values, purpose, 
and hope today. A church which is not 
concerned principally with itself and its 
survival is surely well placed to offer time, 
resources and space for people to discover 
these as it embodies the Kingdom of God. 

The Revd Charles Chadwick is the Parish 
Develoment Advisor for Dorchester. 



Alan Titchmarsh backs the 'real 7 Advent Calendar 



ALAN Titchmarsh has 
welcomed the launch of the 
2016 Real Advent Calendar, 
describing it as ‘a great idea’. 

Each Real Advent Calendar 
comes with a free 28 page copy 
of the Christmas story in the 
box, 24 fairtrade chocolates 
and sales of the calendar 
support charitable causes. 

More than half a million 
Real Advent Calendars have 
been sold, which means over 
a million people have read 
the Real Advent Calendar 
Christmas story, many for the 
first time. This year the story 
is illustrated by award winning 
artist Alida Massari and includes activities 
and challenges. From the charitable 
donations, the calendar has helped equip 
a baby clinic in Kenya and supported 
charities such as Traidcraft Exchange and 
The Children’s Society. 

Alan Titchmarsh said: “The Real Advent 
Calendar is a great idea. Not only does it 
raise money for good causes and is made 
from Fairtrade Chocolate but also tells the 
Christmas story.” Delivery is free on orders 


of at least one case of 18 calendars if made 
by 1 November. Schools receive a 10% 
discount for each case ordered in October. 


See www.realadvent.co.ukto order 
your calendars and for free resources 
for schools and childrens groups. 


Annual schools Christmas card contest 

THIS month the Oxford Diocese's Education Department will be launching its annual 
Christmas Card Competition. Schools will hear from Penny Bingham in the next few 
weeks with details of the contest, which encourages children to get their creative 
juices flowing by designing a card with a nativity theme. Anything from the star, the 
three wise men, the stable with baby Jesus, or Mary and Jesus on the donkey could 
be the theme. The winning entries will be used on the department's Christmas card. 
The best entries will be used in the Door and there will be Meaningul Chocolate 
Company prizes on offer. 
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ST. MARY'S CONVENT 

WANTAGE 


St Mary's Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and flexible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats. Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays. 

Everyone is welcome at the 
Eucharist and Daily office in St 
Mary Magdalene's Chapel. 

For further details please contact: 

St Mary's Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, 0X12 9AU 
Tel: 01235 763141 
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk 
www.csmv.co.uk 





Volunteer with us! 


YOU can be the difference 


Sobell shops are located throughout Oxfordshire, 
raising money to support Sobell House Hospice 

Each shop has a fabulous team of volunteers, which you could be part of! 

No experience needed, just the desire to make a difference! 



ranuiH] 





liBiail 


Registered Charity number 1 118646 



For more information log on to 

www.sobellhouse.org 

or email sobell. shopsiasobellhospice.org 




making technology 
^ work for people 


Services of Nine 
Lessons and Carols 

23rd and 24th December 2016 

The ever-popular services of Nine Lessons and 
Carols in Christ Church Cathedral will take place 
at 7:30pm on Friday 23rd December and 3pm on 
Saturday 24th December 2016. 

As in previous years, tickets will be available from Oxford 
Playhouse. There is no charge for tickets (but you will be 
charged £1 for postage). 


CHURCH SOUND & 
PROJECTION SPECIALISTS 


PROJECTION 

Show your congregation words, pictures 
and video to help bring your message to life. 

SOUND 

Enable the spoken word and music 
to be clearly heard. 

CCTV 

Discrete security system installations, 
suited to historic buildings. 

CAMERA SYSTEMS 

Give everyone a front row seat using 
cameras and screens. 

SIMPLE SOLUTIONS 

Using our expert knowledge we 
can provide a very simple solution. 


Offering bespoke audio visual solutions with free design and 
planning, expert and sympathetic installation, followed by a 
comprehensive handover, training and full aftercare service. 


Tickets available from Friday 4th November 2016. 

Online: www.ticketsoxford.co.uk 

In person: Oxford Playhouse, Beaumont Street, 

Oxford, UK, 0X1 2LW 

By phone: Box Office: 01865 305305 

Administration and Enquiries: 01865 305300 

Please note: 

• The maximum number of tickets is 4 per application. We ask you please to 
apply only for the number required so that as many people as possible have 
a chance to attend these services. 

• Tickets are for entrance to the service and not for a particular area or seat. 

• Seats will be allocated to all on a first come, first served basis. 

• Seats are held until 20 minutes before each service begins when 
unoccupied seats are released. 

• Those without tickets may therefore wish to come on the day and queue 
for a short period, although we cannot guarantee admission. 


Tel: 01392 677668 


Email: info@apicommunications.co.uk 
Web: www.churchsoundsystems.co 


APi COMMUNICATIONS 







Feature 


Baptism - it's all about the welcome 



New baptism research and 
resources are having an impact 
nationally on church growth. 
The Door talked to churches 
about their approach to this 
important ministry. 

T HE highest number of baptisms 
in the Diocese of Oxford is in 
Thatcham, near Newbury. With 
two extra services at noon and 
3pm dedicated to baptisms on the second 
and fourth Sundays of every month, and 
up to four baptisms at each service, the 
Revd Mark Bennet, the Rector, and his 
team are very busy. 

“Yesterday we put on an extra service 
in the afternoon to meet demand,” said 
Mark, speaking to the Door on a Monday 
during the summer. “Sometimes we’ll add 
a baptism service on a fifth Sunday.” 

Mark said St Mary’s has an open policy 
in line with the Book of Common Prayer, 
which states that baptism should not be 
delayed. “We welcome anyone and have 
specific baptism services. If we baptise 
a child at a normal Sunday service, it 
is normally a family who are already 
associated with the church. 

“We couldn’t fit all of the people who 
want baptisms into our normal Sunday 
worship and if they are not regular church 
goers, we want to make sure they come to 


By Toby Wright 

IN Witney we are fortunate that people 
are still coming regularly to seek Baptism 
- what St Clement called in Quis Dives the 
‘freshness of grace’. We see this freshness 
as a vital part of our ministry of welcome 
to those who are not yet convinced of the 
Gospel. 

We have an amazing baptism co- 
ordinator, Esther Partridge, who is the 
first point of contact for people. Her 
gracious welcome helps to put people at 
their ease and reassure them that they will 
receive a warm welcome at any of our four 
churches. Once Esther has completed the 


a service where they are comfortable. We 
use as simple a version of the liturgy as we 
are allowed to use to engage people with 
the Christian faith.” 

The team at Thatcham regularly discuss 
creative ways of making the baptisms 
accessible. This year they have been giving 
away the book The Servant Queen and the 
King She Follows at each baptism. 

Samples of books and Bibles that 
godparents might want to give as gifts are 
displayed at preparation sessions, that 
normally take place on Saturdays. After 
baptisms, families are kept in the parish’s 
prayer cycle and contact is kept through 
the Adults, Babies and Children (ABC) 
mother and toddler group and Sunday on 
Saturdays (SOS) messy church. 

The Revd Brenda Harland, who organises 
the children’s work in Thatcham, said: 

“ABC started in 1999 and attracts around 
30 to 40 children and 30 to 40 adults. 

That often leads to baptism by word of 
mouth.” SOS also takes place on Saturdays, 
as the name suggests, and attracts up to 
100 people. “We get everyone including 
little babies,” says Brenda. A Cafe Church 
run by St Barnabas Church, every couple 
of months at Thatcham Park School, is a 
way of connecting with people who may 
want their children baptised. All baptism 
families are invited to the various events 
and services at St Mary’s and St Barnabas. 

Mark added: “We want to make 


administrative detail she arranges for the 
parents to come, with the godparents if 
they wish, to a preparation morning. This 
is as an opportunity to ask ‘How is baptism 
a means of sharing in the life of God?’. 

This gives us a great opportunity to 
reach out and talk about faith in simple 
terms. We ask challenging questions about 
what people think baptism is, why they 
want their child baptized, whether they 
believe the good news of the Gospel and, of 
course, what’s the point of church? 

It is relaxed, with toys for children to 
play with. There’s coffee and biscuits 
or doughnuts. We take the opportunity 


connections 
in the local 
community. We 
give families 
permission to 
speak to us and 
ask us questions, 
making an effort 
to say ‘yes’ to 
requests as 
often as we can.” 

Thatcham has 
also seen a rise 
in the number of 
adults wanting 
to be baptised, 
some so that they 
can become godparents. “We’d like to see 
more adults go on to confirmation, and I 
know that’s something the Bishop wants,” 
he says. 

The Revd Marion Fontaine is a retired 
community midwife turned part-time 
priest. She said: “A lot of the people who 
come for baptism come because ‘grandma 
said we ought to have the baby done’. 

For them coming to church may be the 
equivalent of me going to a betting shop. 
I’ve never been so I wouldn’t know where 
to start. 

“There are three hurdles for most people: 
making the phone call, getting over the 
doorstep of the church and having the 
initial meeting. Those are before you can 


to talk though the service and use the 
symbols of the cross, water, oils, and 
candles to explain baptism. We emphasize 
that they are signing their child up to a 
life-long adventure, not a one-off event. 
We encourage them to spend time talking 
with the other participants. 

Esther then invites the parents or 
guardians to bring the child to church 
on a Sunday for a commissioning. This 
is an opportunity for the parents to see 
the community into which their child is 
becoming a part - not a chance for the 
congregation to have a gorp at them! 

Then the big day comes and the 


even have the baptism. For most people 
having to do anything more would put 
them off.” 

Marion says she still meets people who 
are aware she was the midwife when they 
were born. “That’s about them seeing 
someone who has been part of their life 
and is still a member of the community 
in a formal role,” she says. “For baptisms 
it’s about letting them know the church is 
central to community life and not giving 
them too many hurdles to coming along.” 

Mark added: “It’s about being a parish 
church and keeping as much contact with 
people as possible. It’s about commitment 
and consistency over time. People know 
what to expect and the message has got 
out that we are approachable.” 


adventure of sharing in the life of God 
takes a leap forward. Our hope is that 
people will have learnt the church is a 
human place where different people come 
to share mercy and kindness as we renew 
the ‘freshness of grace’. 

The Revd Toby Wright is the Team Rector 
of the Witney Benefice. 

Book now for Baptism Matters - a one 
day presentation on those involved with 
baptism and family ministry on Saturday 
15 October at Christ Church, Flackwell 
Heath, https :baptismministry.eventbrite. 
co.uk. 


A family friendly church in Beaconsfield 


BAPTISMS are just one way that St Mary’s in Beaconsfield 
encourages people to see the church as a place of 
blessing. 

With a ’Who Let the Dad’s Out’ group once a month 
and a weekly parent and toddler group as well as Messy 
Church within the Anglican team in Beaconsfield, there 
is plenty to help families stay connected once their child 
has been baptised. 

The Revd Dr Jeremy Brooks, the Rector, said the church 
has high numbers of baptisms because Beaconsfield has 
a traditional community where people consider getting 
a child christened the right thing to do. ’’Our geography 
helps as most people know there is a church in the old 
town" 

Beaconsfield is a large town with a population of 
around 1 2,000. St Mary’s has around 350 members, with 
around 200 at Sunday services. Baptism families are 
invited to go through the service on a Saturday lunch 
time so they know what to expect on the big day. They 
are also invited to church and other activities, but with 
no obligation to attend. 

Jeremy works closely with his colleague, the Revd 
NarinderTegally, Team Vicar of St Thomas’, Beaconsfield, 
who takes many of the baptisms at St Mary’s. 


Narinder said: "Baptism should be 
available for everybody and people 
here know that their child should be 
welcome for baptism. We are lucky at 
St Mary’s as we do a lot of occasional 
offices, weddings and funerals as well as 
baptisms. That is who we are as a church." 

Baptisms are carried out on the first 
and second Sundays of each month, with 
up to three children being christened at 
each. 

Narinder said: "When you tell families 
that there may be other baptisms in the 
service the reactions are jolly. No one 
really minds sharing the service with 
others. We try and accommodate people’s 
needs. If a family is flying in from Tokyo, 
we will fit in with that. It’s about welcome. 

Jeremy added: "The whole concern about people 
taking vows and not being part of the church in which 
they can fulfil those vows is not my primary concern. 
Well over half of the families who come for baptism I 
will see three or four times a year. They are part of our 
community and we let them find their own way in to 
church at their own pace. 



"I hope that the community at St Mary’s, not just the 
church services but the whole community, is a family- 
friendly place. That is about more than just getting them 
into the church on a Sunday. It’s about encouraging 
people, whatever they believe or don’t believe, to see 
St Mary’s as a place of blessing and that is central to our 
understanding of who we are." 


Witney's gracious welcome 
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REinspired 

\ Inspiring Christian Faith 
in Schools 

Day Conference 

A day to encourage, inspire, and equip individuals 
who have a passion for working with children and 
young people in schools. 

Sat 15 Oct 2016 1 9.30am-3.30pm 
Waingles College, Reading, RG5 4RF 

Speaker: Rev Dr Kate Coleman 

11 fantastic workshops available 


Book online at www.reinspired.org.uk 
or email marketing(|)reinspired.org.uk 
or call 0118 9663929 



The Hospital of St Cross 

& Almshouse of Noble Poverty 

‘England's Oldest Almshouse’ 

Vacancies for Brothers 


The Hospital, founded in I 132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (‘Brothers’) and 
applications are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 



Further information and an 
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, S023 9SD 
Tel: 01 962 878218 

E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
Registered Charity No. 20275 1 
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SEXEY’S HOSPITAL 

1638 

The High Street, Bruton, Somerset, BA10 OAS 

The charity is a 17th century Grade One 
listed alms house providing single flats, for 
independent sheltered living, and overseen 
by the Master and Matron. 

The monthly maintenance contribution 
towards the cost of each flat is subsidised by 
the charity, and includes heating, lighting and 
council tax. 

Applicants must be retired and over 60 years 
and in reasonable health since the alms 
house does not provide nursing care. 

For further information regarding qualification 
for admission please contact The Master by 
letter, or by telephone: 01749 813 369 or by 
email: magisterbruton@aol.com 

Charity Registration No: 1130351 



To advertise 
in this newspaper, 
contact Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623 

or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com 
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Oxford and Dorchester, from left, Ian Howard, Orazio Camaioni, Timothy Bateman, Richard 
White, Bishop Colin, Steve Johnson, Fran Childs and Laura Biron-Scott. 


An expert in Middle Eastern 
archaeology, a doctor and 
former nurses and teachers are 
among the 24 new deacons 
ordained at Petertide at Christ 
Church Cathedral. They have 
all now started serving their 
curacies in churches across the 
Oxford Diocese. 

Tim Bateman - St Aldate’s, Oxford 

Aged 24, Tim returns to Oxford to begin 
his curacy. Tim studied theology as an 
undergraduate at Oxford and obtained an 
MA in his ordination training at St Mellitus, 
London. He moves from Twickenham with 
his wife Claire. Tim plays sport and music to 
relax, and enjoys adventuring in the world. 

Laura Biron-Scott - Kidlington with 
Hampton Poyle 

Laura Biron-Scott trained for ministry at 
Westcott House and SEITE (the South East 
Institute of Theological Education). During 
her training, she carried out placements in 
Munich and in Charlottesville, Virginia, as 
a visiting student at Virginia Theological 
Seminary. Laura previously worked as 
a junior research fellow and lecturer in 
Philosophy. 

Orazio Camaioni - Wantage 

Orazio was born in Italy of an English 
mother and Italian Father. Married to 
Silvia, a human resources professional, he 
taught Classics and obtained a PhD in Latin 
Philology from the University of Reading. 

He then began his ordination training at St 
Stephens House, where he read Theology 
(PgDip). 

Fran Childs - St Peter’s, Didcot 

Much of my working life, at the Rutherford 
Appleton Laboratory, was in health and 
safety. I was licensed as a Licensed Lay 
Minister in 2004. I am a Franciscan Tertiary 
and my escapes’ are horses and trying to 
play my oboe. I look forward to serving my 
home parish of St Peter’s, Didcot. 


Stephen Johnson - Goring and 
Streatley 

My two years at Ridley Hall, Cambridge have 
been a real gift, but now it’s time to return 
to the Diocese, to see what God has in 
store. I’m married with two girls. I have a 
background in church youth work, working 
with world mission and international 
development charities. 

Ian Howard - Carterton and Brize 
Norton 

After 34 years teaching Modern Languages 
and Classics in Secondary Schools, Ian is 
delighted to be the new Assistant Curate at 
Carterton and Brize Norton. Married with 
two grown-up children, Ian enjoys singing, 
drama, reading, learning new languages and 
playing tennis and fives. 

Richard White - Cogges, Witney 

Rich is married to Catherine and they have 
two boys, Ben and Joshua, and Isla the dog. 
Rich trained at St Mellitus College, London, 
whilst serving a three year placement 
at St Mary’s, Cogges. Rich loves fishing 
(particularly when it involves a boat), 
playing games, and dog walks. 


Matt Beer - St Mary’s, Bletchley 

I grew up in South Africa in a loving and 
supportive home. I have always been 
passionate about Christ and the Bible and 
communicating that to those around. A 
call to ordination in 2010 led to theological 
college in Cambridge. I am a keen gardener 
and musician. 

Sue Gill - St Mary’s, Amersham 

After studying Oriental Languages and 
Middle Eastern Archaeology at Cambridge, 
Sue worked on excavations in Iraq and Syria 
in the mid-1980s. She met her husband, 
St.John Simpson, there. He is now a senior 
curator at the British Museum. For nearly 
30 years she has worked in public sector 
audit. 

Heather Graham - St Andrew’s, High 
Wycombe 

I am married to Phil and have four adult 
children. I enjoy getting to know people, 
as reflected in my work as a counsellor and 
pastoral worker, and in supporting families 
of those with additional needs. I enjoy 
hiking, reading, doing word puzzles and 
playing boardgames with friends and family. 

Sue Lepp - Langley 

I am from Calgary, Canada and was a 
Macmillan Nurse in London before coming 
to train for Ordained Ministry. Some of 
my favourite things are: travelling home to 
Canada to see family and friends, the island 
of Maui, and great conversation over great 
food with great friends. 

Sam Muthuveloe - St Mary’s, Bletchley 

Sam continues to work as a GP in Milton 
Keynes. He was previously a charity worker 
in Sri Lanka for Hope Outreach UK. He is a 
son of a clergyman, married to a psychiatrist 
with two daughters. A one-time soldier in 
the Sri Lankan Army and member of the 
Rowing Crew his is now a keen tennis player. 

Alison Roberts - Aston Clinton 

I have been married for over 40 years with 
two children, both now married, and three 
grandchildren. My past profession was in 
nursing followed by family therapy. Then I 




■ new deacons 



Berkshire, from left, Joy Mawdesley, Julie Mintern, Judith Ryder, Gary Collins, Bishop Andrew, 
Judith Sumner, Kirstie Dolphin and Sarah Eden-Jones. 


retired, but God had different ideas. I have 
the joy and privilege of returning home to 
serve the same benefice were I have lived for 
over 35 years. 

Danny Rodgers - Buckingham Benefice 

I have been married to Alison for five years. 

I love playing tennis, football, squash and 
badminton. I’m a big Springsteen fan. I’m 
a huge Arsenal fan. I am excited about 
beginning life in ordained ministry and 
serving my title at Buckingham Parish 
Church. 

Nadine Rose - Haddenham 

For the last 18 years my family and I have 
lived in a village near Great Missenden, 
Buckinghamshire. I enjoy walking our 
two black labrador dogs in the beautiful 
countryside around us. My hobbies include 
reading, cooking, socialising and attending a 
weekly bootcamp class. 

Margot Suter - Flackwell Heath 

Having lived and travelled abroad I have 
a keen interest in all things geographical. 
While raising our family I worked in pre- 
schools and have a passion for small people 
and their learning. I enjoy walking and 
sewing and attempting the odd crossword 
puzzle. 

Peter Wheeler - St Mary’s, Aylesbury 

Pete will be Curate in the Aylesbury Deanery 
and St Marys Parish. He’s married to Ali, 
with two teenagers, Jacob and Ellamay. 

Pete has worked as a music producer, 
and worship pastor. He’s also a qualified 
garden designer. His creative time involves 
making wine; not enough golf; and keeping 
chickens. 

Kirstie Dolphin - St Matthew’s, Reading 

I grew up in the church but wandered away 
as a teenager and after twenty-odd years in 
the wilderness of high living I found God. 
The Alpha course and my now vicar husband 
played a large part in this, and great friends 
who never gave up on me. 

Joy Mawdesley - St Nicolas, Newbury 

Becoming a Christian as a teenager, church 
has always been part of my life. However, 
the idea of being ordained has been 
something of a journey after 25 years in 
social work. In my spare time I enjoy dog- 
walking, being with family, watching Friends 
with my teenagers and baking flapjack. 

Julie Mintern - St Paul’s, Wokingham 

Julie says she is blessed with a wonderful 
family. She is wife to Keith, mum to 
many and granny to more. Her faith 
has been lived out in education. She is a 
former teacher, headteacher and Diocesan 
Education Adviser. She loves church music 
- from Presbyterian youth in Northwood 
to Anglican evensong in Cambridge to St 
Peters, Didcot. She is a Francophile, thanks 
to her dear departed parents. 

Judith Ryder - Caversham, Thameside 
and Mapledurham 

Aged 20, 1 had all sorts of ideas about where 
I would travel and what I would do in life. 
Now I am aged 40, in England, married, 
with four children, and about to be ordained 
in the Church of England. It seems the right 


path. 

Judith Sumner - Reading Minster 

Andy and I have four lovely children aged 
between 16 and 23. 1 trained at Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon. Having worked with 
children for most of my life, I am looking 
forward to a curacy in central Reading. I love 
walking my dog, art, tea, coffee, chatting 
and lots of silent prayer. 

Sarah Eden-Jones - Grey friars, Reading 

Sarah Eden-Jones is an Oxford graduate 
and former political lobbyist. Trained at 
St Mellitus College, she is excited to serve 
in vibrant and growing Reading. Married, 


with two children, she is moving back to 
the diocese after living in London, Bermuda 
and Sussex. She is a fair-weather sailer and 
determined skier. 

Gary Collins - St John’s and St 
Stephen’s, Reading 

Artist, thinker, parent, husband, facilitator, 
writer and swimmer; I am a creative, 
sensitive and experimental person wrestling 
with faith and theology in postmodern 
culture. I am passionate about music, 
community, story, education, imagination, 
and spiritual exploration. I coordinate a 
number of artistic events, including an arts 
festival in our garden. 



What's your vocation? 


THIS month there are a host of opportunities for you to find out more about 
vocation and opportunities to serve in the Diocese of Oxford and beyond. 

From Tuesday 13 September 

A new Exploring Vocations Group for people in Oxford/Oxfordshire 

exploringvocationsoxon.eventbrite.co.uk 
Saturday 1 7 September 

Hearing the Still Small Voice; A Vocations Brunch for all the Church Family, with an 
emphasis on lay vocations/ministry. In Winslow 

hearingthestillsmallvoice.eventbrite.co.uk 
Wednesday 21 September 

Everyday People: An Informal Vocations Supper for people from Black and Minority 
Ethnic backgrounds, exploring their sense of God's call on their lives. In Beaconsfield 

bamevocationssupper.eventbrite.co.uk 

Wed 1 4 September the Exploring Vocations Sessions in Aylesbury will recommence. 
Details to be announced. 


Advertising 


Would you like to be a 


STREET 

PASTOR 



STREET 

PASTORS 


If you love Oxford, enjoy young 
people, and want to make a real 
difference in the city on week-end 
nights, why not consider joining 
Oxford Street Pastors. 

O Work with like-minded and 
experienced Christians 
O Full training provided 
O Part of a nationwide network 
of highly regarded volunteers 

Training begins 15 October 2016 with 
‘Roles and Responsibilities’. Join this 
course - or go out with a team one 
night as an observer - to see if Street 
Pastors is for you, with no obligation 
to continue. 

• * • Please contact 
. . streetpastorsoxford@gmail.com 
for more information. 

Ascension Trust. Reg. Charity No. 1039580 



No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 
worship music solution. 

Thousands of hymns and worship songs , all in 
one box , ready to play. No musical or technical 
knowledge required. 


Straight out of the box the 
Hymnal Plus plays over 
2750 traditional hymns and 
modern worship songs, 
covering over 6000 hymn 
book entries. 

£1 999 Cnd VAT) 

Upgrade at any time, choosing from an ever- 
growing list of repertoire additions. 

Want something else? The Hymnal Plus also plays 
your own mp3 and midi files. 



Order your FREE information pack today. 
Free Phone: 0800 043 0503 
Web: www.hymntechnology.com 



Hymn Technology Ltd Hymnal 

Worship Music Solutions PlllS 



enhancing church interiors 

Ronald Emett fine furniture 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 
01308 868025 
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Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 



Gilead Foundations 

is a Therapeutic Community, 

offering a residential rehabilitation programme, called KEY, 
for people with life-controlling addictions, such as drug or 
alcohol abuse, homelessness, gambling, eating disorders, 
self harm, and other addictive behaviours. 


Based on a 300 
acre dairy farm in 
rural Devon, Gilead uses the 
Genesis Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 


If you, or someone you know would like more 
information about Gilead or would like to make an 
application, please contact: 

Laura Aim 

Tel: 01837 851240 Fax: 01837 851520 
laura.alm@gilead.org.uk 



Friday 28 - Sunday 30 October 

Benedict for Beginners 
A Retreat on the Rule of St Benedict 
led by Fr Alban Hood OSB 

r if l t 

Groups and individuals are also welcome to make 
their own retreats. 


in: 




www.gilead.org.uk 


Please contact the Pastoral Programme: 01 18 971 5310 
or pastoral@douaiabbey.org.uk 

Douai Abbey Upper Woolhampton Reading RG7 5TQ 
www.douaiabbey.org.uk 



DO YOU OR A LOVED ONE REQUIRE 
LIVE-IN OR RESPITE CARE? 


Find out all about our fully managed professional live-in services ranging 
from general support around the home to those requiring complex 
healthcare needs on our 

OPEN DAY 22ND OCTOBER 2016 10am to 2pm 

at our office 

Suite B, Hinksey Court, Westway, Botley, Oxford, 0X2 9JU 

Free coffee and cake 
Ample Parking 


All questions answered regarding this real alternative 
to residential care including funding. 


Oxford 

Aunts Care 


www.oxfordaunts.co.uk 


tel 01865 791017 



The Live-in 
Care Hub 




Take an inner journey 


Commit your 
work to the 
Lord, and your 
plans will be 
established. 

Proverbs 16 vs 3 (NRSV) 











get involved with? 


AS children's centres across the 
UK close under Government 
cutbacks, the Door looks at 
how churches can help ensure 
families aren't left without 
important resources. 

by Katy Thompson 

O ver the next year Oxfordshire 
County Council is significantly 
reducing its childrens centre 
provision from 44 to 18 centres 
as well as changing its delivery to focus 
almost entirely on statutory services 
provision. This means that the familiar 
offering of open access sessions such as 
stay and play, drop in activities and youth 
group activities will no longer be funded by 
Oxfordshire County Council. 

These cuts give our churches an 
incredible opportunity and a God-given 
duty to provide desperately needed 
support to local families and to put 
churches at the heart of their community 
life; showcasing the Church at its best: 
responding in proactive and relevant ways. 

The council, under the banner of 
Oxfordshire Together, is looking for 
creative ways to support families in 
the future including in partnership 
with churches and other community 
organisations. The Diocese of Oxford, 
together with the Doorsteps network, is 
part of these county wide conversations 
and is actively seeking to facilitate work 
by churches and their partners. Together, 
we are asking local churches, of all 
denominations, to work cooperatively to 
support families. 

This might include taking on a local 
centre and providing relevant and desired 
universal services for families with 
children under five in the local area, or it 
might include looking at how activities 
could be extended to support families 
with older children. There are resources 
available for these kinds of initiatives. 
Oxfordshire County Council has created 
a £lm pump-priming fund to assist 
community groups to develop proposals 


for local children and family support that 
will not receive longer term funding from 
the council. 

We are proposing four steps for you to 
consider: 

• Is your church interested in looking 
at options to support local families 
and do you want to work with others 
to achieve this? Can you put this 

on the agenda of your next church 
leaders’ meeting - discuss options for 
your children’s centre and how you 
can work together to respond? Can 
you talk with others who you think 
will be interested - e.g. churches and 
Christian community groups you 
know who do things for families with 
under fives. 

• Can you talk to other organisations 
and groups such as the town or parish 
council, school; or perhaps there is an 
existing community group looking at 
children’s centre provision you could 


• Bring your children’s workers and 
leadership team as well as church 
members to a Doorsteps conference 
on Saturday 5 November in Oxford 
- this conference will inform, inspire 
and equip churches to respond to 
these challenges. 

• Upload information about your 
existing week-day activities for 
families with children under five 
on the County Council Family 
Information Service at the following 
link: http://tinyurl.com/hf7fyws 
Support available: 

Katy from Doorsteps can support you in 
the first steps of identifying and bringing 
together relevant groups to discuss 
potential proposals as well as advice on 
mapping community needs. Gwen Davies 
from the Diocese will be working with a 


small number of the priority areas to help 
local churches contribute to community 
partnerships looking at children and 
family services. She can also advise other 
projects as they develop and signpost them 
to the best sources of help and support. 

Gwen will also work directly with the 
County Council, Oxfordshire Community 
and Voluntary Action (OCVA), Doorsteps, 
Oxford Community Foundation (OCF) 
and other agencies to ensure that the help 
and advice being provided is consistent 
and widely accessible across the county. 
Email: gwen.davies@oxford.anglican.org 

OCVA is providing intensive support in 
16 priority areas to help projects develop 
models and proposals. They provide 
specific expertise on governance, policy 
development, organizational models and 
working with volunteers. OCVA can also 
help by sharing best practice, help with 
developing the partnership, advising on 
researching needs as well as help with 
funding applications. See www.ocva.org. 
uk or email angela.cristofoli@ocva.org.uk 

A Children’s Centre Oxfordshire Yammer 
Group has also been set up to help people 
working for children and family projects 
and organisations share what they are 
doing, provide peer-to-peer support and 
explore best practice. For the uninitiated, 
Yammer is a web-based tool that enables 
groups to connect and share good practice. 
To join this group email gillian.warson@ 
ocva.org.uk. 

Please contact Gwen at the Diocese 
or Katy at Doorsteps if you want to get 
involved, find out more information or 
learn who else in your area is already 
interested - k.thompson@viva.org and 
07708 184012 and gwen.davies@ oxford. 
anglican.org 

Doorsteps is a network of local churches 
in Oxfordshire inspiring and equipping 
churches to work together to effectively reach 
vulnerable children and families across the 
county. Doorsteps’ was birthed by and is 
supported by Viva - an Oxford-based charity 
which brings positive change to more than 
1.2 million children worldwide through 37 
partner networks of churches in 50 cities. 


Teaming up inTilehurst 


IN Reading churches are working together with the 
local authority to ensure high quality provision for 
children and young people. 

And while the Revd Adam Carlill says the situation in 
the Berkshire town is better than in other places, child- 
related projects are increasing the number of people 
with little or no experience of Christianity, who walk 
through the doors of churches. 

Adam, the Vicar of the Benefice ofTilehurst St George 
and Mary Magdalen, explained that Reading Borough 
Council had reorganised the management of children’s 
centres into clusters to save management costs. 

"In my patch we have the West Reading Cluster which 
comprises Norcot Early Years Centre, Ranikhet and 
Oxford Road. St George's and St Mary Magdalen's have a 
close and warm relationship with Ranikhet and Norcot," 
he said. 

"St George's run a toddlers' group in the nave on most 
term-time Tuesdays under the auspices of Ranikhet, and 
St Mary Magdalen's is starting a similar venture that was 
voted for unanimously by the congregation earlier this 
summer. 

"I am particularly pleased about this latter venture, 


because the staff at the West Reading Cluster are 
so excited by the venue that they are pulling one 
member of staff from a group at Norcot to be in 
attendance every week at St Mary Magdalen instead." 

The St George's Toddlers' group saw an average 
weekly footfall of 70 in the year to February 201 6. 
Adam said: "Both projects have significantly increased 
the churches' contact with non-church people of 
multi-faith backgrounds, and with young people. At 
St George's Toddlers they have contributed hugely 
to the life of the church, through Christmas Fayres, 
Summer Fayres, summer outings, the development of 
the garden and churchyard, as well as an increase in 
baptism and confirmation candidates, and attendance 
at special services such as our Valentine's Day service 
earlier this year." 

www.stmarymagdalen-tilehurst.org 

www.stgeorge-tilehurst.org 

https://www.facebook.com/ 

tilehurststgeorgeandstmarymagdalen 

https://www.facebook.com/stgeorgestoddlers 




News 


Worship without walls in our first schools RE contest 


CHILDREN from Church schools took 
part in the first diocesan RE contest 
encouraging them to explore whether 
worshippers need buildings. 

Cropredy CE School in Oxfordshire, and 
Hazlemere CE School in Buckinghamshire, 
were the prize winners and were visited by 
their bishops to be awarded with plaques 
and cheques. 

The Bishop Dorchester, the Rt Revd Colin 
Fletcher, led an assembly at Cropredy, 
which gained the Key Stage One award. 
Teacher, Heather Mcllwaine, said: “We 
started off looking at what the pupils 
already knew about worship, looked at 
what worship meant and compared our 
local churches.” 

Pupils wrote poems, walked a labyrinth 
and designed a questionnaire for village 
parishioners as well as thinking about 
what makes spaces special, creating 
stained glass windows and taking part in 
Forest Church style sessions. Bishop Colin 
presented the school with a plaque and a 
cheque for £250. 

The Bishop of Buckingham, The Rt 
Revd Alan Wilson, presented a plaque and 
cheque at Hazlemere CE School, which 
won the KS2 award. There, a curate, a 
Hindu and a Muslim talked to children 
about worship. Pupils were given postcards 
for parents to give their views on worship 
and they looked at Church Without Walls 
in Milton Keynes and Open Doors, an 
Oxfordshire based charity that serves 


persecuted Christians. 

Here are some of the views of children 
from Hazlemere. Danny said: “While 
looking at our question I have learnt 
all sorts of things. I think everyone will 
remember this topic. I really enjoyed 
hearing about the points of view of 
different religions.” 

Lewie said: “I enjoyed it when Sushma 
came in and talked about her god and her 
religion. I felt I understood a bit more 
about Hinduism. I enjoyed all the activities 
in this topic. It was interesting.” 

Jack said: “I found Dominic very 
interesting when he came in from Holy 
Trinity and talked about the Christian view 
of our question. He was good at answering 
all our questions. 

Thomas: “When Sushma and Dominic 
came in we were learning about two 
different religions and their own 
perspective on our question. There were 
several similarities.” 

Fenella said: “We have had a really fun 
and exciting experience whilst doing the 
‘Do believers need a place to worship?’ 
question. My favourite part was the 
art work that I did based on medieval 
cathedrals and their spires that pointed to 
God.” 

Edward said: “I particularly liked it when 
we pretended to be a church in hiding after 
we’d read about the Open Doors charity. 

We used candles and had to be very quiet. 
Most of us weren’t very good at that.” 



Anne Andrews, Diocesan Schools Advisor, Bishop Colin and Heather Mcllwaine, with some of 
the children who took part in the contest in Cropredy. Photos from Hazlemere can be seen by 
following the weblink below. 


Kay said: “I enjoyed it when visitors came 
in from different religions because it was 
great to know what other people thought 
about our question. I have also learnt that 
there doesn’t have to be a yes or no answer 
or a right or wrong one. 


l longer report by Susan Brice, 
Hazlemere's RE Leader can be 
downloaded here: www.oxford. 
anglican.org/worship-without-walls/ 


Advertisement Feature 


Residential event opportunities at Box Hill School. 

We can offer: 

Excellent IT enabled classroom facilities 

• IT and administrative support facilities 

• 170 beds in 9 different boarding houses 
Extensive sports and activity facilities 
Dance, drama, and art facilities 

• A dedicated music department 
’ Outstanding catering 
We are: 

• Set in beautiful grounds 

• Easily accessible to main road, motorway and major rail networks 
Located in the heart of the Surrey Hills - an area of outstanding 
natural beauty 

We pride ourselves on being: 

• Friendly 
Flexible 

• Accommodating 

For more information contact: 

Tim Way, Commercial Manager 


Box Hill School, 

Old London Road, 

Mickleham, 

Dorking, 

Surrey RH5 6EA 
Tel: 01372 373382 (Term Time) 
01372 377812 (Vacations) 
Information: www.boxhillschool.com 
tim.way@boxhillschool.com 
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NEW COLLEGE CHORISTERSHIPS 



A Musical Education for a Lifetime! 


Choristers at New College lead an exciting life. They sing in Oxford's 
grandest medieval chapel, perform in concerts across the world, and 
reach a global audience through the choir’s record label and webcasts. 
Our specialist music programme trains them to sing as professionals 
while making the most of their youthful energy and enthusiasm. All 
choristers enjoy generous scholarships at New College School which 
works closely with the choir to provide an all-round enriching 
education. 

Don’t miss the school open day on Sat 15 October, with special focus on 
choristerships.www.newcollegeschool.org 

Next auditions: 10 Jan 2017- for boys in Year 2 

For more information 

nancy-jane.mcker@new.ox.ac.uk / 01865 279108 



SATURDAY I5TH OCTOBER 2016 
Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford 


SING HAYDN’S HARMONY MASS FROM SCRATCH 



Please Join Dr Stephen Darlington, Christ Church’s 
Director of Music, and the Cathedral Choristers for a 
Choral Workshop and Memorable Performance of 
Haydn’s Last Major Work. 

For more information visit http://www.cccs.org.uk/ 
old-boys/events/forthcoming-events/ 

or email gordonhughes@btconnect.com 


trinitycollege 

"I've learned that studying 
theology is not the dry study 
of theories about God, but 
the foundation of being able 
to share the gospel anytime, 

anywhere." - Adam Pitt, ordinand 

Join our vibrant community as we 
journey deeper into God’s Word, grow 
through practical engagement, and let 
the reality of Christ's coming Kingdom 
change our lives and ministries. 

NEXT OPEN DAY: 12 NOVEMBER 2016 


Live like the 

Kingdom is near 

Ordination training Postgraduate study Independent study School of Leadership Flexible training options 

Find out more at trinitycollegebristoL.ac.uk. 





COME AND VISIT... 

WYCLIFFE HALL 

The Evangelical College in the Heart of Oxford 




WYCLIFFE HALL 


OPEN DAY 

We offer a range of ministerial & theological courses 


Common Awards 

^ Common Award 
Mixed-Mode Tra 

Certificate®? 
Theological Studies 




Undergraduate & 
Postgraduate courses 
(BA, BTh, MTh, MSt, 
MPhil, DPhil) plus 
ministerial training 


Training lifelong 
disciple-makers, in 
community, with excellent 
Bible-centred teaching, in 
a thought-provoking city. 



www. wycliffe . ox. ac.uk 
O admissions@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 


A Permanent Private Hall 
of the University of Oxford 

Registered Charity No. 1156892 
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l^thanover 


SPRING 2016 


Fairer 

Finance 


© 

GOLD RIBBON 


Home insurance 


Choose award-winning 
home insurance for a 
fairer deal 

We’re proud to say that Ecclesiastical has come top of the Fairer Finance table of 
home insurance providers. We scored highly for customer happiness, complaints 
handling and being open and transparent, and the ranking reflects the excellent 
standard of cover and levels of service we offer you. 

Call free now for a quote 0800 917 3345 

(8am to 6pm weekdays) 

www.ecclesiastical.com/homeinsurance 

The usual underwriting terms and criteria apply. *Minimum premiums apply. 

Ecclesiastical Insurance Office pic Reg. No. 24869 is registered in England at Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL1 1 JZ, UK and 
is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. 


You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 
of 30 , 000 , at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 
High Wycombe and Milton Keynes. 

We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 
newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 1 70 , 000 . 

To find out more, contact Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623 

or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com 


*lt may be possible for 55-59 year olds to join the waiting list for certain properties. You may be 
eligible for housing benefit - please ask for details. Subject to status, terms and conditions. 


Designed to make your Life easier, Hanover offer a range 
of rental properties with buildings and garden maintenance 
included. Conveniently located for local amenities, many estates 
have on-site facilities such as a lounge, laundry, guest room 
and private car parking. 


Why not find out more details or register your interest today? 


Call 0800 280 2575 
Visit hanover.org.uk 


Pet friendly apartments 
in attractive locations across rent locally? 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire 
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Taking the Pikachu by the yellow ears 


Emma Major on how churches can 
respond to the millions of people gripped 
by the Pokemon Go craze. 


What is #PokemonGo? 

I hope you recognise the little fella on the Iphone 
screen. He is Pikachu and people have been trying to 
catch him and his friends since the 1 990s. Pokemon 
has now been reimagined for the smartphone. Over 
10 million people downloaded the #PokemonGo app 
in less than a week and are trying to find the hidden 
characters. The more characters you find, the more 
opportunities there are to join with friends and 'battle 7 
game play. 

What is a #PokeGym? 

#PokeGyms are places where players can donate a 
pokemon to help others in their battles. #PokeGyms are 
places to be and play. 

What is a #PokeStop? 

A #PokeStop is a place to gather resources and energy. 
It's like a shop for #PokemonGo. 

Why is my church a #PokeGym or #PokeStop? 

It seems as if the #PokeGyms have been placed in 
locations where many people have checked in on 
Google or uploaded photos. There are all sorts of tourist 
attractions and churches which have gyms (and stops). 

What can be missional about this? 

If your church is a #PokeGym or #PokeStop this is great 
news. All of a sudden lots of people who may have 
never been before will be hanging out at your church. 

It is an opportunity to serve people by offering drinks 
or snacks or just a shelter from the rain. How about 



offering points for charging their phones? It is an 
opportunity to put your church on the social media 
map. Suddenly you'll be visible to a whole new set 
of people.lt is an opportunity to run #PokemonGo 
sessions where people are invited to come into church, 
share a meal and hang out. 

What are we doing at St Nicolas, Earley? 

We have taken the Pikachu by the yellow ears and 
celebrated being a #PokeGym. We have Tweeted and 
posted on Facebook, created posters, made a sign 
for our noticeboard and requested that the game 
developers make our church hall into a #PokeStop so 
that players can come to get resources and then play 
battles. 

Emma Major is a Licensed Lay Minister at St Nicolas, 
Earley, in Berkshire. Her original, unedited piece can be 
read at http://llmcalling.blogspot.co.uk/ The Church 
of England's blog on Pokemon Go can be readhere: 
http://tinyurl.com/z7ze4kq This includes advice on 
keeping children and vulnerable adults safe. The NSPCC 
guidelines are here: http://tinyurl.com/j7rw5qv 


A stream of Pokemon pilgrims in Olney 


THE existence of virtual reality is not new, writes 
Claire Wood. However, when it merges with real life, 
something new has the opportunity to begin. That is 
what has been experienced since #PokemonGo went 
live. 

Our everyday life as individuals, community and 
church family was augmented with a surprising gift. 
The church hall became a #Pokegym and the church 
a #Pokestop. Our pledge to welcome all meant a 
quick gear change. The student-run cafe had an influx 
of groups of various ages tapping their phones to 
'capture' Pokemon characters, or pit character against 
character in a virtual equivalent ofTopTrumps. 


The church, already practised in welcoming pilgrims 
to visit John Newton's tomb, found it also had an 
alternative flux of Pokemon pilgrims. The opportunity 
to meet and welome players of the game while 
acknowledging the safety advice led to church 
members across the generations downloading and 
playing Pokemon Go. This has led to the creation of a 
new point of contact in something enjoyed by a wide 
group who might not normally come together, but are 
sharing a journey of discovery, experience, knowledge 
and advice like pilgrims before them. 

The Revd Claire Wood is the Rector of the Olney 
Benefice. 


God in the life of... 


Looking back 

by the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher 

T emperamentally, 
though I am 
a historian by 
training, I do not 
find much satisfaction 
in simply ‘looking back’. 

There are certainly lessons 
to be learnt, and ideas to 
be savoured, from looking 
to the past, but the myth 
of the ‘Golden Age’ when 
all was right with the world 
has never held a huge 
attraction to me. 

But one thing looking 
back can help us to do is to provide a springboard for 
thanksgiving - not least when it comes to naming some 
of the good things that we have seen God doing over that 
period. And it is in that spirit that I am grateful to the 
Editor for giving me the chance to reflect on these past 
two years when I have been the Acting Bishop of Oxford in 
addition to my ‘day job’ as the Bishop of Dorchester. 

“I have spent much more of the 
last two years talking about 
growth and opportunities ...” 

Initially I felt that it would all be fairly predictable since 
I had done something similar between Bishop Richard 
and Bishop John but the failure to appoint a new bishop 
in 2015 changed all that. What had been a period during 
which things needed to be kept ticking over positively, 
leaving major decisions to the future, became instead one 
when a number of key strategic decisions had to be made. 

Most obviously, and thanks to some superb work by 
members of the team working at Church House, was the 
purchase of a new building for the diocesan offices and all 
the planning and adjustments that involved. Watching 
people adapt to the new environment, and the resultant 
improvements in communication and teamwork, has been 
a privilege and a pleasure and it is something I have both 
enjoyed and given thanks for on many occasions. 

In terms of people - the heart of any organisation 
- it has been very exciting to see the Education Team 
stepping up to meet challenge after challenge, and that 
has been reflected right across our teams, whether you 
think of Mission, of Finance, or Buildings, or the DAC, 
or Communications, or HR, or whatever. They are a 
wonderful group to work with and we owe them so much. 

And that, of course, is true when I think about those 
who serve at the centre of the Dioceses life in its parishes 
and benefices. Again, challenges abound, but I have spent 
much more of the last two years talking about growth and 
opportunities than in focusing on retrenchment or decline. 

These have been exciting years in which to lead the 
Diocese. Time will tell what has been significant from 
what has not and I guess that there are things which look 
quite insignificant now which will prove to be of great 
importance in the years ahead. Some things, I confess, 

I could have done without - for example the endless 
emails, the existence and the pace of some disciplinary 
proceedings - and I am tired at the end of it. But thank 
you for all your thanks and prayers and, like the Psalmist, 
‘Let us give thanks to the Lord our God for His love 
endures forever/ 


...continued from page 16 . 

Recently Katy Kerr from MU Oxford spoke in a 
parliamentary meeting on the importance of marriage 
preparation in flourishing relationships. The full story 
can be read here: http://www.muoxford.org.uk/ 
index.php/2016/05/25/oxford-diocese-mothers- 
union-member- speaks -at-parlimentary-meeting/ 

The Door has also reported on the MU’s Bye Buy 
Childhood campaign, which aims to empower families 
to challenge the commercialisation and sexualisation of 
childhood. 


“We encourage members to get involved in our 
campaigns, but we also help them to know how to speak 
out independently about things they think are wrong,” 
says Alison. For more see www.muoxford.org.uk. 

The Church and Community Mobilisation Process pilot 
project which Oxford Mothers’ Union are helping to fund 
in the Reading Archdeaconry gets underway later in the 
year - really exciting times for us. 

Alison and Richard live in Caulcott (near Kirtlington) 
in Oxfordshire. They have two sons, Matt, who lives in 
New Zealand with his wife and two children, and Tim, 
who lives near Hampton Court with his wife. 
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God 



FROM a childhood that led to 
a teaching career and caring 
for children of her own, Alison 
Bennett tells Jo Duckies her 
journey to becoming the 
President of the Mothers' 

Union, Oxford. 

W hen her mum was hospit- 
alised with rheumatoid 
arthritis shortly after her 
birth, only child Alison 
was placed into a childrens home as her 
father had to continue working as an 
administration officer at Wormwood 
Scrubs, and later, Wandsworth prisons. 

“He would visit both me and my mum 
every day. In those days children weren’t 
allowed to visit their parents in hospital,” 
she says. “But there was a kind staff nurse 
and once a fortnight she allowed my father 
to take me to the hospital. I was taken to 
the linen cupboard and my mother was 
wheeled to the cupboard to see me.” 

“working out how to 
have the greatest impact 
with our resources...” 

Alison has no recollection of this, but 
believes it was important for her mum 
to have contact with her new daughter. 

“I wasn’t baptised until she came out of 
hospital when I was 13 to 14 months old.” 

As a child, attending church or Sunday 
school was always part of Alison’s life. 

“I remember my mother’s confirmation 
at the new Guildford Cathedral. I was 
confirmed there 10 years later.” 

Alison was seven or eight when her 
mum joined the MU. “She joined the 
young wives, but realised the women 
involved were all grandmothers. She did 
a lot of things with them and continued 
when we moved house. When she was old 
enough to drive, Alison was given a car so 
that she could provide transport for her 
disabled mum, and she would take her to 
and from MU meetings. “Of course once 
my father left (when I was 20) I had to do 


more for her, “ says Alison. Although she 
was around the MU when she was young, 
Alison didn’t become a member until after 
the birth of her second son. It was then 
that she learned more about the global 
scope of the organisation’s work. 

Originally wanting to become a 
doctor, Alison didn’t get the grades 
to do medicine, but read psychology 


at university, aiming to become an 
educational psychologist. After graduation 
she became a teacher, and when she met 
her husband, Richard, she continued 
teaching for the rest of her career. 

“Richard was also a teacher and at first 
we lived in the school where he taught 
and worshipped in the school chapel.” 
When they bought their own home, the 


“After our first son was born I went back 
to work very early,” she says. She joined 
the MU after attending a monthly soup 
and rolls event organised by a member in 
her village when she was at home after her 
second son was born. “I took part in the 
Knit and Rip meetings - knitting squares 
for quilts and ripping old sheets for 
bandages for Mother Theresa’s ministry in 
Calcutta. 

Once she no longer had to work 12 hour 
days, Alison became involved in social 
policy with Mothers’ Union, something 
she continued to do when she moved to 
Oxfordshire. 

“...how to speak out 
independently on things 
they think are wrong.” 

“I later became a member of the Action 
and Outreach central committee based 
at Mary Sumner House in London,” says 
Alison. “That meant working out how 
to have the greatest impact with our 
resources all over the world”. The first 
meeting she went to was spent looking at 
how little money we had (because of the 
global financial crisis) and making tough 
decisions on funding cuts and freezes. 

“It was really difficult but amazing things 
came out of that. It was the first time 
they had someone from overseas on the 
committee - a lady from Tanzania called 
Joyce Kibaja, who often visits family in 
Reading,” says Alison. 

Since then, more dioceses overseas are 
beginning to make a contribution towards 
Mothers’ Union work, which includes 
teaching people literacy and financial 
education. 

Currently the MU Oxford Diocese is 
looking at how to engage churches more 
in its work. “We are looking at how the 
Church is structured and how we can help 
it engage with us and with our campaigns,” 
says Alison. 

Continued on page 15... 



A.B.WALKER 

& SON LIMITED 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS EST. 1826 


Five generations of professional 
service, experience and care. 
For personal 24hr assistance 
0118 957 3650 
Ask about our award winning 
funeral plans 


www.abwalker.co.uk 
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Independent 
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CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS' 


Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD0916 



01494 • 773712 
David Wasley MA • FMGP 
www.3rdm illenniumartists.co.uk 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Taylors of Oxford Robe Makers, 

Estate Yard Workshops, Cuckoo Lane, 
North Leigh, Witney, Oxon, 0X29 6PS 

TEL (01993) 886802 

www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 


"The Prayer 
Book is a 
profoundly 
valuable 
inheritance 
which we 
neglect at 
our peril." 

Rowan Williams 



0118 984 2582 
pbs.admin@pbs.org.uk 

|i Registered Charity No. 1099295 



Join us. pbs.org.uk 



STAINED GLASS 
ARTISTS AND 
CRAFTSMEN 

Design, Restoration 
and Installation of all 
traditional leaded light 
window and door panels 

Specialist in the 
reproduction of hand 
painted and decorative 
stained glass 

Expert church window 
and stained glass cleaning 
service 

EST 1 990 with over 
40 years experience 



LEADCRAFT 

STAINED GLASS STUDIO 


3 Malthouse Lane, 
Reading RG I 7JA 
Tel: 01 18 956 8534 
By appointment only 



barrydavis 1 955@btinternet.com 
www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk 
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The Rt Revd Oswald Swartz 
welcomes Bishop Steven 
while reflecting on the rich 
relationship the Diocese of 
Oxford has with Kimberley and 
Kuruman in Africa. 

T here is a Kurundi saying from 

East Africa which goes as follows: 
‘If you want to walk fast, walk 
alone; if you want to walk far; 
walk together/ 

As we congratulate Bishop Steven and 
give thanks for his appointment as Bishop 
of Oxford we pray that as linked dioceses 
we can walk together as we have done 
over the past 23 years. We rejoice with the 
Diocese of Oxford and we pray that the 
Enthronement Service will be a glorious 
beginning to a wonderful spirit-filled and 
visionary period of episcopal oversight and 
leadership. 

“We need other human 
beings in order to be 

human...” 

We want to continue to journey with 
you all and be a mutual blessing. This link 
has been very important to me personally. 
Why? After the pomp and ceremony, the 
welcome and the fanfares I discovered 
how lonely this job can be. Both Bishops 
Richard Harries and John Pritchard have 
been an invaluable source of support and 
encouragement. Living and working in this 
part of Africa has its unique challenges 
- vast distances, isolation, loneliness, 


disease and factionalism. 

It was interesting to learn that a journey 
of over one hour in Oxford is described 
as a long trip. I marvel at the notion that 
people in the UK see their public transport 
system as grossly inadequate. And, of 
course, the whole concept of the ‘wrong 


kind of snow!’ 

My friendships with Bishops Richard and 
John have been the epitome of Ubuntu 
- that wonderful African concept that 
is quite untranslatable. But in essence it 
reminds us that we are meant to be there 
for each other - that we complement each 
other - that we do not walk alone. 

Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu 
has this to say about Ubuntu; A person is 
a person through other persons. None of 
us comes into the world fully formed. We 
would not know how to think, or walk, or 
behave as human beings. We need other 
human beings in order to be human. I 
am because other people are. A person is 
entitled to a stable community life, and the 
first of these communities is the family. 

He also says we are made for goodness. 
We are made for love. We are made 
for friendliness. We are made for 
togetherness. We are made for all the 
beautiful things that you and I know. 

We are made to tell the world that there 
are no outsiders. We are welcome: black, 
white, red, yellow, rich poor, educated, 
not educated, male, female, all, all, all. We 
belong to this family, this human family, 
Gods family. 

In Ghana - where I had the privilege of 
working with and placing missionaries 
when I was based in the UK - 1 came across 
the following: ‘One person alone cannot 


build a town/ The concept of community 
is ever present. 

I cannot over emphasise the importance 
of the link to me personally. But the link 
has also been a blessing to the whole of my 
diocese. I know that the link has also been 
a blessing to the Diocese of Oxford. 

So, welcome Bishop Steven. May we 
continue to walk far together. May we 
continue to be a blessing to each other as 
we journey together and remind ourselves 
of our common humanity and our need 
for community. I hope that we can offer 
support of prayer during your difficult 
times like Brexit and the changing political 
landscape. We would also appreciate 
support and prayers as we need to speak 
truth to power at a time when we are 
confronted by an increasingly arrogant 
government and we feel shattered when 
those in power can flout the laws and 
constitution with impunity. We will pray 
for Bishop Steven and the crucial role he 
will play in the House of Lords. 

The Diocese of Oxford has been blessed 
with a gifted new chief pastor. He is Gods 
gift to you, but in the spirit of Ubuntu we 
make the outrageous claim that he is Gods’ 
gift to us too. 

May his ministry be blessed. 

The Diocese of Oxford is linked with the 
dioceses of Kimberley and Kuruman, 
Nandyal and Vdxjo. 
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September prayer diary 

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local condit 


Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 

“You, Lord, are God! You have promised 
these good things to your servant / 

1 Chronicles 17:26 

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

THURSDAY 1 Burford with Fulbrook 
and Taynton, Astall with Swinbrook 
and Widford: Richard Coombs, Cedric 
Reavley, Robert Wainwright and John 
Leach. We have a series of events to 
open our new church and community 
centre in Burford, ‘The Warwick Hall’. 
Pray that many people from the town 
and villages attend the events they have 
been invited to, that they experience 
warm Christian hospitality, hear the 
story of Gods goodness to us in enabling 
us to build such a magnificent church 
and community resource and return 
to an event in the hall in the next few 
months. Pray that some will come to our 
Christianity Explored Course that will 
follow the opening celebrations. 

FRIDAY 2 Cogges and South Leigh: 

Simon Kirby, Margaret Dixon, Nick Pike, 
Richard White, Iris Adams, David Smith 
and Richard Young. For the continued 
growth of the childrens and young 
peoples work. For Richard White and his 
family as he begins his curacy. The Blake 
Academy. 

SATURDAY 3 Ducklington with 
Hardwick: Paul Boddam-Whetham, 
David Adams and Ian Paul. For the 
success of our weekly Community 
Cafe starting this month, meeting in 
church, initially once weekly. The aim 
is to reach out to young mothers for 
coffee and conversation after taking 
children to school. For our increasing 
involvement with the primary school and 
other community links in both villages. 
Ducklington School. 

MONDAY 5 Lower Windrush: Andrew 
Tweedy and Billie Tweedy. For deeper 
relationships with our two church 
schools. For vocations to be identified 
and nurtured. Standlake Academy and 
Stanton Harcourt Academy. 

TUESDAY 6 Minster Lovell: For our 

developing work and friendship with St 
Kenelm’s Primary School. For our efforts 
to raise £200,000 for church repairs and 
refurbishments . 


parish. For our work with North Leigh 
School in developing ‘Open the Book’: 
worship, prayer and reflection time 
during the school day. 

THURSDAY 8 Shill Valley and 
Broadshire: Harry Maclnnes and David 
Spence. For our confirmation candidates. 
For our trip to the Holy Land. St Peters 
Academy and St Christophers Academy. 

FRIDAY 9 Witney: Toby Wright, Neil 
Traynor, Joy Hance, Sally Wright, Joanna 
Collicutt McGrath, Alastair Blaine, David 
Exham, Rosemary Peirce, Sally Down and 
David Claremont. St Marys Academy, The 
Batt Academy and Hailey School. 

SATURDAY 10 Deanery of Sonning: 

Julie Ramsbottom, John Smith, Bridget 
Crossley, Sharon White, Michael 
Johnson, Tim Novis and Bob Simmonds. 
Pray that the parishes in the deanery 
might focus upon what they can better 
achieve for the kingdom together than 
as individual benefices, and that we 
can begin to build concrete plans to put 
this into effect. Pray for our outreach, 
together with ecumenical partners, into 
all the Strategic Development Locations 
in the deanery and for a positive response 
to our application for a New Communities 
post. Ride and Stride event today. 

MONDAY 12 Arborfield with 
Barkham: Piers Bickersteth, Ben 
Thorndike and Mark Huddleston. In 
the next few weeks we will be inviting 
people to commit to a church plant we 
are planning on a large new housing 
development in the new year. Pray the 
Lord would give everyone a desire to 
serve in the work of the gospel, whether 
they are part of this new venture or 
are finding new roles in our existing 
churches. The Coombes School. 

TUESDAY 13 Crowthorne: Lisa 
Cornwell, David Ramsbottom, Gillian 
Gyenes, Hazel Berry and Lewis Simmons. 
For church growth and the impetus 
to implement ideas from the Leading 
your Church into Growth course. 

For a good response to our autumn 
course, Fruitfulness on the Frontline. 
Crowthorne School. 

WEDNESDAY 14 Finchampstead 
and California: Julie Ramsbottom, 
Mark- Aaron Tisdale, John Edwards and 
Hannah Higginson. For a successful 
launch of our new youth ministry - ‘The 
Shore’ - during the autumn and for all 
those young people whom we are seeking 
to reach with this outreach project. For 
our pastoral teams as we focus upon this 
challenging aspect of our ministry in such 
a large parish. Finchampstead School. 


to be there will hear about it and come, 
and that we will be able to welcome and 
befriend them quickly. Pray that as a 
church we will grasp a deeper awareness 
of God’s love and faithfulness and be 
increasingly passionate to share that with 
those we meet in our everyday lives. 

FRIDAY 16 Ruscombe and Twyford 
with Hurst: Simon Howard, Geoff Pugh, 
Paul Minton and Becci March. For the 
churchwardens, ministry team and staff 
team as we go into an interregnum. For 
all those involved in the appointment of 
a new Vicar. For the St James Ruscombe 
Parish Room Project and Appeal, the 
new St Mary’s and St Nicholas Youth 
Discipleship Group, for the successful 
appointment of a part time Children’s 
and Families Worker and for our present 
Vicar, Revd Simon Howard, as he 
moves to a new role as Senior Chaplain 
at Lee Abbey. St Nicholas School and 
Polehampton Infant and Junior Schools. 
Bishop John Went confirming at the 
Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst. 

SATURDAY 17 Sandhurst: John 
Castle. For our new Family Worker, Fran 
Harrison, as she takes up this new part- 
time post in September, with a view to 
supporting parents in our church as they 
struggle to fit church, prayer and the 
spiritual development of their children 
into their busy lives. We would value 
prayer as we try to make the sort of 
changes to our Parish Communion service 
that will make it accessible to a broader 
range of people, including children and 
teenagers. St Michael’s Primary School. 

MONDAY 19 Sonning: Jamie Taylor 
and Bob Peters. For the new church 
hall and parish office project, coming 
to completion in September, and the 
recruitment process for a new Pioneer 
Minister to work with young people. 
Sonning School. 

TUESDAY 20 Wargrave with Knowl 
Hill: John Cook. For St Mary’s, Wargrave: 
give thanks for the teenagers from the 
church family who went on CYFA and 
Scripture Union camps/houseparties, 
heard the gospel and were helped to grow 
in their discipleship; for generosity from 
all to raise the remaining money to build 
the church annexe, which is vital both 
for outreach to the parish and for youth 
and children’s work. St Peter’s, Knowl 
Hill: for reaching out to the unchurched. 
Across the parish: for autumn teaching 
on serving the Lord with the whole of our 
lives. Knowl Hill Academy, Crazies Hill 
School, Robert Piggott Infants School, 
Robert Piggott Junior School and the 
Piggott Academy. 


WEDNESDAY 7 North Leigh: Simon 
Kirby, Margaret Dixon, Nick Pike and 
Betty Harvey. For our parish mission 
and vision and for a sense that the power 
of the Holy Spirit will move across this 


THURSDAY 15 Owlsmoor: Catherine 
Vaughan and Penny Crane. We are 
starting a new Toddler Group at St 
George’s in the autumn term. Pray that 
the parents and carers who most need 


WEDNESDAY 21 St Matthew 
Winnersh: Sam Denyer and Patricia 
Smith. For the completion of the hall 
refurbishment at St Mary’s. For those 
soon to be moving into new housing in 


Services at Christ Church Cathedral 


SUNDAYS: 8am Holy Communion; 9.45am Matins (coffee in Priory Room 
11.00am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 
lpm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 

6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk 
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ions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries. 


the parish, and those from the churches 
who will welcome them here. 

THURSDAY 22 Wokingham: David 
Hodgson, Anna Harwood, Colin James, 
Kat Allwright and Michael Johnson. For 
discernment for mission through our 
participation in Partnership for Missional 
Church. For guidance developing another 
Messy Church congregation. All Saints’ 
Primary School. 

FRIDAY 23 St Paul, Wokingham 
(including Woosehill Conventional 
District): Richard Lamey, Patrick King, 
Judi Hattaway and Julie Mintern. For the 
successful appointment of an Associate 
Priest, and for our deepening confidence 
in God through the Partnership for 
Missional Church adventure we are 
engaged in as a parish. St Paul’s School. 

SATURDAY 24 St Sebastian, 
Wokingham: Andrew Marsden, Ian 
Seymour, Russell Shipton, Jill Bright and 
Ann Potts. For the launch of our midweek 
Messy Church in the autumn. For our 
Leadership Forum, starting in October, a 
new initiative to enable church members 
who are leaders in the church, workplace 
and community to share insights and look 
together at biblical models of leadership. 
St Sebastian’s School. 

MONDAY 26 Deanery of Newport: 

Claire Wood, Andrew Geary, Janet 
Gamlen and Warwick Clarke. 


TUESDAY 27 Gate: Christa Pumfrey. 

We thank God for the ‘Home Teams’ who 
lead services across the eight churches 
and for our authorised preachers. Pray 
for Christianity Explored courses starting 
this autumn. Stoke Goldington School. 

WEDNESDAY 28 Hanslope with 
Castlethorpe: Gary Ecclestone. Bishop 
Henry Scriven confirming in Aylesbury 
Deanery. 

THURSDAY 29 Lamp: St Michael and 
All Angels, Richard Caddell, Wendy 
Reidel, Joe Geary and Priscilla Parry. 

Pray that we would be able to build 
relationships with our neighbours and 
community. That we would grow in our 
prayer life. 

FRIDAY 30 Lavendon with Cold 
Bray field, Clifton Reynes and Newton 
Blossomville: Christa Pumfrey and 
Geoff Morris. For our two schools in the 
benefice and the two new headteachers, 
Lisa Watson (Lavendon) and Marie- Claire 
Parson (Newton Blossomville) starting 
this term. We thank God for the ministry 
of Geoff Morris and the family services in 
the two benefices. 


LIVING 



SUSTAINING THE 
SACRED CENTRE 



Coming and Goings 


The Revd Susan Cooke is to be Vicar of 
All Saints, West Ewell; the Revd Charles 
Overton will be retiring from his post 
as Vicar of the Benefice of Chalfont St 
Peter; the Revd Dr Michael Rayner is 
to be Curate of St Matthew’s, Oxford; 
the Revd Charlotte Bannister-Parker 
has been seconded to St Mary the Virgin 
with St Cross with St Peter in the East, 
Oxford; the Revd David Uffindell is to be 
Rector of St Andrew’s, Farnham; the Revd 
Simon Howard is Senior Chaplain at Lee 
Abbey, Devon; the Revd David Elliot 
has stepped down as Hospital Chaplain 
at Stoke Mandeville Hospital; the Revd 
Richard Rugg is Associate Minister of 
Claygate, Canterbury; the Revd David 
Pickering is to be Rector of Fyfield with 
Tubney and Kingston Bagpuize; the Revd 
David Short is to be Vicar of Furze Platt; 
the Revd Susan Cooper is to be Associate 
Minister of Purleigh; the Revd David 
Little is Team Vicar of Loddon Reach; the 
Revd Alec Gill is to be Curate of the Vale 
Benefice; the Revd Daniel Heyward is 
to be Vicar of St Andrew’s, Oxford; the 
Revd Stephen Gray is to be the Conduct 
and Senior Chaplain of Eton College; the 
Revd Clifford Swartz is to be Chaplain 
to Haberdashers’ Schools, Monmouth; 
the Revd Patrick King is to be Vocations 
Advocate at Wollaston Theological College, 
Perth, Australia; the Revd Alan Gates is 
to be Team Vicar of Langtree, Henley; the 
Revd Wendy Bull is Team Vicar of High 
Wycombe; the Revd Karen Browne will 
be leaving her post as Associate Priest 
of Newport Pagnell with Lathbury and 
Moulsoe Benefice; the Revd Dr Alison 
Price has retired from St Nicholas Church, 
Marston; the Revd Alistair Gibbs is 


to be Associate Minister in Hong Kong; 

the Revd Timothy Bateman is Curate 
of St Aldate’s, Oxford; the Revd Denis 
Smith will be retiring from St Catherine’s, 
Tilehurst and St Birinus, Calcot; the Revd 
Canon Angela Tilby will be retiring 
from her post as Canon at Christ Church 
and Continuing Ministerial Development 
Adviser; the Revd James S tickings is to 
be Rector of Rotherfield Peppard, Kidmore 
End and Sonning Common; the Revd 
Stephen Hayes is to be Rector of the 
Ray Valley; the Revd Sally Baily is to be 
Team Vicar of St Margaret’s, Edgware; the 
Revd Mary Williamson is to be Associate 
Minister of Abingdon on Thames; the 
Revd Kenneth Campbell is to be licensed 
as Priest-in- Charge of Appleton and 
Besselsleigh; the Revd Ian Howard is to 
be Chaplain at Cokethorpe School; the 
Revd Canon Geoffrey Maughan has 
retired from his post as Vicar of Cumnor; 
the Revd Philip Mann will be taking up a 
post as Curate of Holy Trinity, Brompton. 
the Revd Tina Molyneux will be 
taking up a post as Vocations Adviser for 
Berkshire Archdeaconry. 

The following have been given 
Permission to Officiate: the Revd Roger 
Williams; the Revd Neil Bryson; 
the Revd Lucy Gardner; the Revd 
Dr Dominic Keech; the Revd David 
Rudiger; the Revd Ruth Hake; the 
Revd Raymond Porter; the Revd Denis 
Smith; the Revd David Eades; the Revd 
Canon Geoffrey Maughan; the Revd 
Canon Brian Mountford. 

We recall with sadness the deaths of 

the Revd Peter Ball, the Revd Pamela 
Smith. 


Our Bishops on Sundays 


SUNDAY 4 Pray for the Archdeacon of Buckingham, the 
Ven. Guy Elsmore. 

SUNDAY 11 Bishop Colin confirming in Bicester. 
SUNDAY 18 Bishop Alan confirming in Wendover. 


SUNDAY 25 Bishop Alan confirming in Milton Keynes 

A short guide to special Sundays and other events (with 
a global focus) from Christian Concern for One World 
that you may wish to pray for in 2016 is available at 
www.tinyurl.com/pobjgmh 


E Sargeant & Son 

Funeral Directors 


A life well 
remembered 
lives on. 


Maidenhead 
01628 783 738 

Slough 

01753 520 081 

Windsor 
01753 865 982 


A funeral is a time 
to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of 
a person you love. It’s 
our privilege to be at 
your side. 

You can talk to us any 
time, day or night or 
for further information 
visit us at 

www. e sargeant co. uk 


funeralpartners.co.uk 
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Funeral Partners 



01483 766498 


Maybury Hill, Woking GU228AB 
retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk 


www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 

Registered charity in England and Wales No 240675 



Dartmouth 

Devon 

Delightful ground floor flat 
with glorious views across 
river Dart. 

Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 
twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons. 

Tel: 020 7223 5473 


ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed villa (all ensuite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort. 
Golf, Tennis, Free Wifi. 

Also on Trip Advisor 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265 683 

bripat@brialdon.freeserve.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 


SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 


Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404841367 


Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door readers 

Real and friendly people... not machines! 

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

LONG STAY. SINGLE TRIP. AND CRUISE COVER 
available for holidays departing up to 31/12/2017 

Annual multi-trip cover (max. age 85) 
Single trip cover (NO max. age) 
for UK, Europe and worldwide holidays 
Single trip cover for all departures up to 31/12/17 


UK 

Conditions apply 

TRAVEL 

Vim 

BASED 

Please call for details ~ 

INSURANCE 




0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the FCA 
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autosave^ 


CALL 0333 130 0284 
AUT0SAVE.C0.UK fin 


Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/indemnity may be required. We can introduce you to a limited number of 
carefully selected finance providers. We may receive a commission from them for the introduction. 
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BRAND NEW 
CARS AVAILABLE 
ALL MAKES 


AUTOSAVE... SERVING THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY FOR OVER 35 YEARS 


FROM PROPAGATION 
TO PARTNERSHIP 

As Us returns to the well-loved USPG, the P in 
our name has changed! It might seem a small 
change but it's an important one. It's the way 
we do mission now - inclusive, empowering, 
forward-looking. 
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To advertise 
in this newspaper call 

01752 225623 
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Events, courses, conferences and workshops in September 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 2 September. 



SUNDAY 4 SEPTEMBER 

SULHAMSTEAD AND UFTON 
NERVET: Parish fete 11am - 3pm 
at Hannington’s Field, Island Farm 
Road, Ufton Nervet. Produce show, 
dog show, stalls, entertainment, tea 
and cakes. 

SUTTON COURTENAY: Summer 
bird walk, 7am - 9am. Ian 
Lewington, local bird recorder and 
illustrator, will be leading a morning 
bird walk from the Abbey around the 
local area. £5. Please contact Wendy 
Ferguson, Administrator to reserve 
a place (01235 847401, admin@ 
theabbey.uk.com). Website: www. 
theabbey.uk.com. 

SATURDAY 10 SEPTEMBER 
ACROSS THE DIOCESE: Ride 
and Stride opens the doors to 
some of the most rare and unusual 
churches. Each year thousands of 
people walk or cycle between 10,000 
churches, exploring and enjoying 
the countryside from Cornwall to 
Northumberland. The money they 
raise helps to save historic churches, 
chapels and meeting houses for 
future generations by helping to 
fund urgent repairs. See www. 
rideandstrideuk.org. 

MAIDENHEAD: Explore a Victorian 
Gothic Church celebrating the 150th 
Anniversary of its consecration. St 
Luke’s, Norfolk Road, Maidenhead. 
Tours & Exhibition, 10am - 4pm. 
Refreshments. 

FRIDAY 16 SEPTEMBER 

WATLINGTON: St Leonard’s Church 
Harvest Barn Dance, 7.30pm, 
with live caller and supper. Tickets 
£10/under 10s £6. Tickets from 
01491 612082 or Watlington Post 
Office or www.ticketsource.co.uk/ 
stleonardschurch. . 


SATURDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 

UPTON: St Mary’s Church Fete and 
Fun Dog Show, Recreation Ground, 
Station Road, Upton (off A417 
between Harwell and Blewbury). 
BBQlpm, stalls open 1.30pm. 
Blewbury Band, Cry Havoc Dancers, 
Juggling Johnny, display of vintage 
vehicles, afternoon teas. Admittance 
£1, children free. Information from 
Jessie West 01235 851206/dog show 
Gloria Smith 01235 850683. 

GREAT MISSENDEN: Organ Recital 
by Dr Philip Moore, president of 
the RCO, Parish Church, 7.30pm. 

Part of our Autumn series to mark 
the centenary of our JJ Binns 
organ. Tickets £10 in advance www. 
missendenchurch.org.uk or the 
Parish Office 01494 862352, or on 
the door. 

BOTLEY: Food Fayre, St Peter and 
St Paul’s Church, West Way, Oxford 
0X2 9 JY, 10am-4pm. Quality artisan 
and locally sourced food to buy 
and eat; children’s entertainments; 
baking and horticultural 
competitions; music. Entry £1, 
children under 16 free. Supporting 
Tear Fund and the church. 


THURSDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 
GREAT MILTON: Heroes Tour - an 
evening of storytelling, theatre, 
music and mirth with writer, 
broadcaster, humorist and poet 
Adrian Plass, his wife Bridget and 
actor David Robinson. Featuring the 
lives of heroes in the Bible, history 
and today. St Mary’s Church, 0X44 
7PD, 7.15pm. Tickets £8.45 from 
www.searchlighttheatre.org or £10 at 
the door. 

SUNDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 

PENN: Cookham: A Harvest 
Thanksgiving, Holy Trinity Church, 
6.30pm. 

GREAT MISSENDEN: Parish 
Church, 10am: Harvest and Re- 
dedication (100 years)of the JJ 
Binns organ, with Archdeacon Canon 
Guy Elsmore. 

BANBURY: Celebrate Banbury’s 10 
years as a Fairtrade Town with David 
Marshall, inventor of the ‘Real Easter 
Egg’, Marlborough Road Methodist 
Church, 3pm. Bring friends and your 
favourite fairtrade product for the 
Banbury Food Bank. 


Courses 


Berkshire Archdeaconry: Being the People of God 
Today: 17 September, 9.30am to 3.30pm. A free event for 
those in the Berkshire Archdeaconry who have a passion 
for the gospel, a longing to see change in both church and 
world and a commitment to struggle for it. Register via 
www.beingpeopleofgod.eventbrite.com.. 

Enquiry Based Bible Teaching for Beginners: 

Thursday 22 September, St Michael’s Church, Church 
Lane, Warfield RG42 6EE, 9.30am - 3.30pm. This course 
will focus on the practical ways that the Bible can be used 
in class and link it to enquiry based teaching. Cost: Schools 
in Diocesan Service Agreement: £90 +VAT, others: £135 
+VAT. For more information see events section at www. 
oxford.anglican.org. To book: 01865 208272 or e-mail: 
training@oxford.anglican.org . 

Stillpoint Retreat: The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay, 23-25 
September. Stillpoint is a project focused on nurturing 
spiritual practice. Rooted in the contemplative and 
mystical paths of the Christian tradition, Stillpoint also 
engages with other traditions and the arts. Ian Adams and 
Matt Rees, Directors of Stillpoint, alongside yoga teacher 
James Jewell (www.jamesjewell.info) will lead retreatants 
in a highly experiential weekend of holistic spiritual 
practice. This will involve contemplative prayer and 


meditation and also yoga practice and routines. This is a 
weekend for beginners as well as those more familiar with 
this kind of spiritual practice or yoga. Bookings should be 
made directly with Stillpoint: www.thestillpoint.org.uk. 

Equipped for life: Learning for Discipleship and 
Ministry: Courses in venues across the Diocese starting 
in September: Introduction to Mission and Evanglism; 
Christian Doctrine. More information at www.oxford. 
anglican.org/our-faith/lifelong-learning, or phone Carolyn 
Main, 01865 208257. 

Explorations in Psycho- Spiritual Care Workshops, 

A series of personal and professional development 
workshops over the autumn (under the auspices of the 
Oxford Centre for Spirituality and Wellbeing and Oxford 
Health NHS Foundation Trust) for health and social care 
professionals, counsellors, psychotherapists, chaplains and 
faith leaders who want to deepen their practice of psycho- 
spiritual care. See events section of www.oxinahr.com. 

REInspired: Inspiring Christian Faith in Schools 
Day Conference:. Saturday 15 October 9.30am-3.30pm. 
Waingels College, Woodley, Reading, RG5 4RF. See www. 
reinspired.org.uk/day-conference-2016 







